
The Cut: Child care assistance was not only cut in the last two legislative sessions, but it also suffered when 
a federal block grant came up short last fall. This shortfall was resolved by cutting reimbursement rates for 
providers. While Governor Martinez’s budget proposes no new cuts for child care, it again relies heavily on a 
federal block grant. Another shortfall would be devastating to the small businesses that provide child care, some 
of which have already had to lay off staff or even close their doors.

The Consequences: 

tight spot. She writes:

“I’ve lost $288 per month because of the rate cuts to providers. As a result, I was unable to pay my last electric 
bill on time. Making ends meet is going to be tough until I can catch up on that bill.”

Another provider in Las Cruces writes:
 
“If we as a state are going to truly value our children, we need to do everything we can to ensure that they have 
a good environment to go to while their parents are at work. With out child care assistance, many families will 
have to make hard decisions. We as a state have a moral obligation to ensure that no children are left behind.”
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10 10Ways in      
Way

10 ways budget cuts will 
hurt working New MexicansDays

Abrazos Family Support Services  America Votes Education and Action Fund  American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees  American Federation of Teachers NM  Center for Civic Policy 

 Communications Workers of America  Families and Youth, Inc.  Farm to Table  Hands Across 
Cultures  Health Action New Mexico  Hogares, Inc.  International Association of FireFight-

ers  League of Women Voters of NM  Lutheran Advocacy Ministry  National Association of So-
cial Workers NM  National Education Association NM  NM Adult Education Association  NM 

Child Care and Education Association  NM Coalition to End Homelessness  NM Early Childhood          
Alliance  NM Farmers’ Markets  NM Health Equity Working Group  NM Progressive Action  New 

Mexico Solutions  NM Voices for Children  NM Youth Providers Alliance  Olé  Prosperity Works 
 Results – Santa Fe  Santa Fe Alliance  SouthWest Organizing Project  Youth Works

Visit Better Choices New Mexico at http://betterchoicesnewmexico.com

A Better Choice: Governor Martinez and the Legislature need to take a balanced approach to addressing our 
state’s revenue crisis. They should:
 Get rid of tax giveaways that do not create jobs.
 

Make big out-of-state corporations play by the same rules as our small home-grown businesses.
 Make our system of tax breaks more transparent and accountable. 

It’s only fair that we stand up for New Mexico families and small businesses.  

Urge our politicians to make the Better Choice for New Mexico.


