
The Cut: The Public Health Division is bearing the brunt of the Department of Health’s funding cuts — ab-

sorbing $17.4 million of the $24.4 million reduction. Further cuts would be devastating to the overall health of 

New Mexico.

The Consequences: Many New Mexicans living in rural areas already face inadequate or non-existent ac-

cess to prevention programs and primary care. More cuts to the Public Health Division will devastate crucial 

rural primary health care clinics and school-based health centers. These cuts will also impact programs that help 

reduce teen pregnancies, youth suicides, obesity, and chronic and infectious diseases. Such prevention programs 

save the state money in the long run, so cutting them will ultimately end up costing New Mexicans more.

Youth obesity is on the rise in New Mexico and, without prevention programs, many of these children will grow 

up to be unhealthy obese adults. Diabetes, heart disease, and some forms of cancer are just a few of the illness 

that are more prevalent among people who are obese. 

New Mexico’s youth suicide rate is also alarmingly high — at more than twice the national average — yet our 

suicide prevention programs are already minimally funded. Additional cuts will mean even fewer of our youths 

who are at risk for suicide will get the help they need. 
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10 ways budget cuts will 
hurt working New MexicansDays

Abrazos Family Support Services  America Votes Education and Action Fund  American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees  American Federation of Teachers NM  Center for Civic Policy 

 Communications Workers of America  Families and Youth, Inc.  Farm to Table  Hands Across 
Cultures  Health Action New Mexico  Hogares, Inc.  International Association of FireFight-

ers  League of Women Voters of NM  Lutheran Advocacy Ministry  National Association of So-
cial Workers NM  National Education Association NM  NM Adult Education Association  NM 

Child Care and Education Association  NM Coalition to End Homelessness  NM Early Childhood          
Alliance  NM Farmers’ Markets  NM Health Equity Working Group  NM Progressive Action  New 

Mexico Solutions  NM Voices for Children  NM Youth Providers Alliance  Olé  Prosperity Works 
 Results – Santa Fe  Santa Fe Alliance  SouthWest Organizing Project  Youth Works

Visit Better Choices New Mexico at http://betterchoicesnewmexico.com

A Better Choice: Governor Martinez and the Legislature need to take a balanced approach to addressing our 

state’s revenue crisis. They should:

 Get rid of tax giveaways that do not create jobs.

 

Make big out-of-state corporations play by the same rules as our small home-grown businesses.

 Make our system of tax breaks more transparent and accountable. 

It’s only fair that we stand up for New Mexico families and small businesses.  

Urge our politicians to make the Better Choice for New Mexico.


