
The Cut: Governor Martinez is proposing a 1.5 percent administrative budget cut for New Mexico’s school 

districts. But, after three rounds of budget cuts, even “non-classroom” cuts are likely to be felt by students.

The Consequences: We only have a small window of opportunity to provide an enriching learning environ-

ment for our children—an environment that includes experiential learning and fosters critical thinking skills. We 

can’t afford to waste that time providing a pared down version of “education lite.”

As one Los Lunas teacher writes:

“In the school district where I work, there have already been budget cuts that have affected student learning in 

the way of supplies, textbooks, and teacher training days. If cuts are made that affect class size, music, P.E., sci-

ence, social studies, or any curricular area, these learning opportunities cannot be made up at a later time. Any 

further decrease in educational dollars will be sure to affect student learning.”

A parents’ advocate in Santa Fe writes:

“Our concern is that after three consecutive years of cuts, school districts will be forced to cut programs, athlet-

ics, music, art, transportation, counselors, nurses, librarians, and more services that help students. Without suf-

for that.” 
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10 ways budget cuts will 
hurt working New MexicansDays

Abrazos Family Support Services  America Votes Education and Action Fund  American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees  American Federation of Teachers NM  Center for Civic Policy 

 Communications Workers of America  Families and Youth, Inc.  Farm to Table  Hands Across 
Cultures  Health Action New Mexico  Hogares, Inc.  International Association of FireFight-

ers  League of Women Voters of NM  Lutheran Advocacy Ministry  National Association of So-
cial Workers NM  National Education Association NM  NM Adult Education Association  NM 

Child Care and Education Association  NM Coalition to End Homelessness  NM Early Childhood          
Alliance  NM Farmers’ Markets  NM Health Equity Working Group  NM Progressive Action  New 

Mexico Solutions  NM Voices for Children  NM Youth Providers Alliance  Olé  Prosperity Works 
 Results – Santa Fe  Santa Fe Alliance  SouthWest Organizing Project  Youth Works

Visit Better Choices New Mexico at http://betterchoicesnewmexico.com

A Better Choice: Governor Martinez and the Legislature need to take a balanced approach to addressing our 

state’s revenue crisis. They should:

 Get rid of tax giveaways that do not create jobs.

 

Make big out-of-state corporations play by the same rules as our small home-grown businesses.

 Make our system of tax breaks more transparent and accountable. 

It’s only fair that we stand up for New Mexico families and small businesses.  

Urge our politicians to make the Better Choice for New Mexico.


