
The Cut: Governor Martinez is proposing a $5 million cut in remedial college courses. These courses get stu-
dents up to speed on basic writing and math skills.

The Consequences: Remedial college courses aren’t just for recent graduates who didn’t do well in these 
subjects in high school. Many adults who are returning to school need remedial classes to brush up the basics. 
When the economy is bad, colleges across the country see a dramatic increase in the number of adults return-
ing to school. Some have lost their jobs due to the economy and need to learn new skills so they can move into 
different job sectors. Some are just trying to better themselves so they can move a little further up the career 
ladder.

New Mexico’s system of branch campuses makes it possible for more people to attend college—especially 
those living in rural areas. But if they cannot access remedial classes, many of them will have to put their educa-
tion dreams on hold. In this economy, that can also mean they will suffer many more years of unemployment. 

isn’t just good for the individual. Having a well-educated and skilled workforce is necessary for New Mexico’s 
economic development. Our future depends on it.
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10 ways budget cuts will 
hurt working New MexicansDays

Abrazos Family Support Services  America Votes Education and Action Fund  American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees  American Federation of Teachers NM  Center for Civic Policy 

 Communications Workers of America  Families and Youth, Inc.  Farm to Table  Hands Across 
Cultures  Health Action New Mexico  Hogares, Inc.  International Association of FireFight-

ers  League of Women Voters of NM  Lutheran Advocacy Ministry  National Association of So-
cial Workers NM  National Education Association NM  NM Adult Education Association  NM 

Child Care and Education Association  NM Coalition to End Homelessness  NM Early Childhood          
Alliance  NM Farmers’ Markets  NM Health Equity Working Group  NM Progressive Action  New 

Mexico Solutions  NM Voices for Children  NM Youth Providers Alliance  Olé  Prosperity Works 
 Results – Santa Fe  Santa Fe Alliance  SouthWest Organizing Project  Youth Works

Visit Better Choices New Mexico at http://betterchoicesnewmexico.com

A Better Choice: Governor Martinez and the Legislature need to take a balanced approach to addressing our 
state’s revenue crisis. They should:
 Get rid of tax giveaways that do not create jobs.
 

Make big out-of-state corporations play by the same rules as our small home-grown businesses.
 Make our system of tax breaks more transparent and accountable. 

It’s only fair that we stand up for New Mexico families and small businesses.  

Urge our politicians to make the Better Choice for New Mexico.


