
First things First, New Mexico. Tell our Legislature: Don’t balance the 
budget on the backs of New Mexico’s working families. Instead, open 
the books on tax breaks for special interests, close the loopholes for out-
of-state corporations, and rollback tax cuts for the wealthy.

Visit Better Choices New Mexico on facebook.com for more information 
about the group and specific revenue generators.

Potential Cut: A 4 percent cut to the modest budget of the state’s 
Department of Veterans’ Services would be $137,000, but it would 
mean a loss of much more in federal funding.

Potential Consequences: The state’s Department of Veterans’ 
Services helps New Mexico’s 180,000 veterans get the benefits they 
have earned.1 In addition to federal VA medical benefits, this in-
cludes behavioral health care, services for homeless vets, and many 
other programs to help those who have sacrificed for and served 
our country. This could lead to veterans missing out on hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in benefits. This not only hurts the veterans, it 
also hurts the state’s economy.  Most of these benefits bring federal 
funds into the state; funds that add to the New Mexico economy and 
help limit the effects of the recession in our state.

A Better Choice: A balanced approach that includes raising rev-
enues is the best strategy for recovering from the recession. 

Legislators have a clear choice: they can make deeper, more damag-
ing cuts in the funding that helps New Mexico veterans or they can 
choose a balanced approach—one that doesn’t lay all the sacrifice 
on working families and that offers a sensible, long-term solution. 

It’s time to make the Better Choice for New Mexico.
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20 ways New Mexicans will be 
hurt by more budget cuts

1 http://www.dvs.state.nm.us/
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America Votes Education and  
Action Fund

—
American Federation of State, 

County and Municipal Employees 
—

American Federation of Teachers 
New Mexico

—
Center for Civic Policy

—
Community Action NM

—
Conservation Voters NM 

—
Communications Workers of 

America
—

Drug Policy Alliance NM
—

Families and Youth, Inc.
—

Health Action New Mexico
—

International Association of 
FireFighters

—
League of Women Voters of NM

—
Lutheran Advocacy Ministry

—
National Education 

Association New Mexico
—

NM Adult Education 
Association 

—
NM Center on Law and Poverty

—
NM Child Care and Education 

Association
—

NM Coalition to End 
Homelessness

—
NM Conference of Churches

—
NM Early Childhood Alliance

—
NM Progressive Action 

—
New Mexico Solutions

—
NM Voices for Children

—
NM Youth Providers Alliance

—
Results – Santa Fe

—
Santa Fe Alliance

—
SouthWest Organizing Project


