
First things First, New Mexico. Tell our Legislature: Don’t balance the 
budget on the backs of New Mexico’s working families. Instead, open 
the books on tax breaks for special interests, close the loopholes for out-
of-state corporations, and rollback tax cuts for the wealthy.

Visit Better Choices New Mexico on facebook.com for more information 
about the group and specific revenue generators.

Potential Cut: Nearly 13,000 elderly and disabled New Mexicans 
are already on waiting lists to receive Medicaid waivers.1 Deeper 
cuts to this program will ensure that they continue to wait—while the 
waiting list continues to grow.

Potential Consequences: Medicaid waivers allow seniors and 
people with disabilities to live independently in the community 
instead of being forced into institutions like nursing homes. Not only 
do those living independently have more dignity, but community 
services also cost less than institutional care, so waiver programs are 
cost-effective. Additional cuts will mean that people now on waiv-
ers will receive fewer services, which will compromise their ability 
to live independently and may even endanger their health and safety. 
People on the waiting lists will have to keep struggling with the daily 
challenges they face, often without any other help, or be forced into 
nursing homes at an even higher cost to the state.

A Better Choice: A balanced approach that includes raising rev-
enues is the best strategy for weathering the recession. 

Legislators have a clear choice: they can make deeper, more damag-
ing cuts in the funding that assists people with disabilities and the 
elderly, or they can choose a balanced approach—one that doesn’t lay 
all the sacrifice on working families and that offers a sensible, long-
term solution. 

It’s time to make the Better Choice for New Mexico.
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20 ways New Mexicans will be 
hurt by more budget cuts

1 2009 Post Session Review, Legislative Finance Committee, April 2009, pg. 19.
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America Votes Education and  
Action Fund

—
American Federation of State, 

County and Municipal Employees 
—

American Federation of Teachers 
New Mexico

—
Center for Civic Policy

—
Community Action NM

—
Conservation Voters NM 

—
Communications Workers of 

America
—

Drug Policy Alliance NM
—

Families and Youth, Inc.
—

Health Action New Mexico
—

International Association of 
FireFighters

—
League of Women Voters of NM

—
Lutheran Advocacy Ministry

—
National Education 

Association New Mexico
—

NM Adult Education 
Association 

—
NM Center on Law and Poverty

—
NM Child Care and Education 

Association
—

NM Coalition to End 
Homelessness

—
NM Conference of Catholic 

Bishops
—

 NM Conference of Churches
—

NM Early Childhood Alliance
—

NM Progressive Action 
—

New Mexico Solutions
—

NM Voices for Children
—

NM Youth Providers Alliance
—

Results – Santa Fe 
—

St. Joseph Community Health
—

Santa Fe Alliance
—

SouthWest Organizing Project


