
First things First, New Mexico. Tell our Legislature: Don’t balance the 
budget on the backs of New Mexico’s working families. Instead, open 
the books on tax breaks for special interests, close the loopholes for out-
of-state corporations, and rollback tax cuts for the wealthy.

Visit Better Choices New Mexico on http://betterchoicesnewmexico.com 
for more information about the group and specific revenue generators.

Potential Cut: Public safety funding goes to the state’s Depart-
ment of Public Safety and the New Mexico Corrections Depart-
ment. Both departments already suffered a 4 to 5 percent funding 
decrease for the current fiscal year, leaving them with a combined 
budget of just $379 million.1

Potential Consequences: New Mexico’s state police force is 
already short 100 officers and the state’s revenue crunch is making 
it more difficult to recruit and train new officers. More budget cuts 
could also adversely impact numerous public safety programs, such 
as: the state prison system, the police academy, disaster and emer-
gency response, search and rescue, the sex offender registry, the 
Amber Alert system for missing children, and the state crime lab, 
which processes physical evidence found at crime scenes and pro-
vides expert testimony in criminal trials. Public safety is a concern 
to all New Mexicans.

A Better Choice: A balanced approach that includes raising rev-
enues is the best strategy for weathering the recession. 

Legislators have a clear choice: they can make deeper, more dam-
aging cuts in the funding that protects public safety or they can 
choose a balanced approach—one that doesn’t lay all the sacrifice 
on working families and that offers a sensible, long-term solution. 

We urge them to make the Better Choice for New Mexico.
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America Votes Education and  
Action Fund

—
American Federation of State, 

County and Municipal Employees 
—

American Federation of Teachers 
New Mexico

—
Center for Civic Policy

—
Community Action NM

—
Conservation Voters NM 

—
Communications Workers of 

America
—

Drug Policy Alliance NM
—

Families and Youth, Inc.
—

Hands Across Cultures
—

Health Action New Mexico
—

International Association of 
FireFighters

—
League of Women Voters of NM

—
Lutheran Advocacy Ministry

—
National Education 

Association New Mexico
—

NM Adult Education 
Association 

—
NM Center on Law and Poverty

—
NM Child Care and Education 

Association
—

NM Coalition to End 
Homelessness

—
NM Conference of Catholic 

Bishops
—

 NM Conference of Churches
—

NM Early Childhood Alliance
—

NM Progressive Action 
—

NM School Nurses Association
 —

New Mexico Solutions
—

NM Voices for Children
—

NM Youth Providers Alliance
—

Results – Santa Fe 
—

St. Joseph Community Health
—

Santa Fe Alliance
—

SouthWest Organizing Project


