
First things First, New Mexico. Tell our Legislature: Don’t balance the 
budget on the backs of New Mexico’s working families. Instead, open 
the books on tax breaks for special interests, close the loopholes for out-
of-state corporations, and rollback tax cuts for the wealthy.

Visit Better Choices New Mexico on http://betterchoicesnewmexico.com 
for more information about the group and specific revenue generators.

Potential Cut: The state Human Services Department is consid-
ering putting a limit on the number of prescriptions provided each 
month under Medicaid for adults who rely on the program.1

Potential Consequences: Too many New Mexico families 
already have to make tough decisions every month about how to 
stretch their limited incomes. Do they put groceries on the table, 
pay the electric bill, or buy their prescription medications? Not 
only are these terrible choices to face, they can compromise a fam-
ily’s health and well-being. Medicaid coverage for adults is already 
limited to those who have extremely low incomes. Limiting pre-
scription drug benefits will literally put people’s lives in danger, 
and could ultimately end up costing New Mexico more money. 
Unable to purchase the medications that keep their chronic condi-
tions in check, people will end up in the E.R. when their illnesses 
become life-threatening—at a significantly higher cost than the 
medication that could have prevented it.

A Better Choice: A balanced approach that includes raising rev-
enues is the best strategy for weathering the recession. 

Legislators have a clear choice: they can make deeper, more dam-
aging cuts in the funding that provides prescription medications to 
very low-income adults or they can choose a balanced approach—
one that doesn’t lay all the sacrifice on working families and that 
offers a sensible, long-term solution. 

We urge them to make the Better Choice for New Mexico.
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20 ways New Mexicans will be 
hurt by more budget cuts

1. Testimony by Pam Hyde, Human Services Secretary, to the Legislative Finance Com-
mittee, Aug. 12, 2009

Days

America Votes Education and  
Action Fund

—
American Federation of State, 

County and Municipal Employees 
—

American Federation of Teachers 
New Mexico

—
Center for Civic Policy

—
Community Action NM

—
Conservation Voters NM 

—
Communications Workers of 

America
—

Drug Policy Alliance NM
—

Families and Youth, Inc.
—

Family Justice Campaign
—

Hands Across Cultures
—

Health Action New Mexico
—

International Association of 
FireFighters

—
League of Women Voters of NM

—
Lutheran Advocacy Ministry

—
National Education 

Association New Mexico
—

NM Adult Education 
Association 

—
NM Center on Law and Poverty

—
NM Child Care and Education 

Association
—

NM Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence 

—
NM Coalition to End 

Homelessness
—

NM Conference of Catholic 
Bishops

—
 NM Conference of Churches

—
NM Early Childhood Alliance

—
NM Progressive Action 

—
NM School Nurses Association

 —
New Mexico Solutions

—
NM Voices for Children

—
NM Youth Providers Alliance

—
Results – Santa Fe 

—
St. Joseph Community Health

—
Santa Fe Alliance

—
SouthWest Organizing Project


